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Over Here by Jane Taylor
‘It’s coming up to twenty-four hours since the boy stepped down
from the big passenger liner – it must be, he reckons foggily –
because morning has come around once more with the awful
irrevocability of time destined to lead nowhere in this worrying
new situation. His temporary minder on board – last spotted
heading for the bar some while before the lumbering process of
docking got underway – seems to have vanished for good. Where
does that leave him now? All on his own in a new country: that’s
where it leaves him. He is just nine years old.’

An eloquently written novel tracing the social transformations of
a century where possibilities were opened up by two world wars
that saw millions of men move around the world to fight, and
mass migration to the new worlds of Canada and Australia by
tens of thousands of people looking for a better life.
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Through the eyes of three generations of women, the tragic story
of the nine year old boy on Liverpool docks is brought to life in
saddeningly evocative prose.
Author Bio - Jane Taylor
Jane Taylor has worked as a journalist and has taught news
writing and the history of journalism at a number of universities
in and around London, Surrey and Hertfordshire.
An avid reader, she is particularly interested in the uneasy
relationship between fiction and the reporting of ‘reality’.
Gaining a doctorate in creative and critical writing from the
University of East Anglia allowed her to explore themes of loss,
memory and the blurring of genre boundaries, all of which she
intends to pursue further as she develops her own fiction.
Her ideas are fuelled by travel, walking, her academic work, and a
broad experience of people gained through all sorts of casual jobs
such as waitressing, volunteering at a homeless shelter and
hosting retreats.
She was runner-up in the Long Barn Books competition (author
Susan Hill’s publishing company) for first time writers in 2006
and has published a short story in ‘Pretext’, the literary magazine.
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